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GCS Marks Milestone With Fourth Graduate, Ndongesit Effeh

Ndongesit Effeh, the fourth GCS graduate, completed his M.A. in New Testament
from Harding School of Theology in December 2025. After discovering a love for the
Word at an early age, he plans to continue his education through doctoral studies,
serving the church better, equipping every student he encounters, and contributing
to the growth of the Nigerian society.

Effeh grew up in a Christian household, watching his father preach and expound
upon the Word from an early age. As he grew older, he came to love Scripture and
developed a passion for teaching and using his skills for the kingdom. This passion
continued into his college years. After some semesters of studying for a Financial
Accounting degree at the University of Calabar, Effeh switched to the School of
Biblical College, Jos, an affiliate of the University of Jos, where he obtained a B.A.
Degree in Biblical Studies, and later to National Open University, where he
graduated with a B.Sc. in Criminology and Security Studies in 2011 and 2018
respectively. His interest to teach the scriptures carried him to the Rivers School of
Preaching, Asarama, Nigerian Christian Institute School of Preaching, Uyo, and CAO
Essien Bible College, Ikot Usen.

In 2017, Effeh accepted a position as a Greek instructor at Nigerian Christian Bible
College. It was there that his love of language and teaching reached its culmination.
Effeh shared that he “finds joy as the Scriptures unfold, providing information about



life now, and I enjoy sacred moments of sharing the discussing the biblical text with
my students.” Wanting to deepen his Biblical language mastery and theological
knowledge, Effeh connected with GCS and was accepted into Harding School of
Theology.

Effeh passed his classes with flying colors, finding both family and community
through GCS. He expressed gratitude for the staff who placed themselves in his shoes
and walked with him throughout the process. After completing his degree, he
remains thankful for the support, love, and compassion he received. At HST, he is
grateful for the intellectual and spiritual rigor that allowed him to emerge with a
deeper knowledge of God, a stronger understanding of the New Testament, and

refined language skills.

Looking ahead, Effeh hopes to pursue doctoral studies in New Testament while
continuing to contribute to the growth of the church, Nigerian Christian Bible
College, and biblical scholarship in Nigerian society and beyond.

He requests continued prayers for the following: his family, sponsors, and the

church.

— Hannabh Diles, Director of Marketing

Student Progress
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We congratulate all of our students on the start of their spring semester. We are glad to be

part of their journey as they are honing their Bible study and ministry skills!


http://www.gcspathway.org/team-3

Student Progress Updates

Abraham Ogundipe of Nigeria is working to resolve remaining registration issues so
he can begin classes in the spring. Despite this initial setback, he remains focused on his
studies and eager to start. Pending successful registration, he is tentatively planning to take

two courses: New Testament: Corinthians and Old Testament.

Adam Appiah of Ghana completed Advanced Introduction to the New Testament in the
fall. Through the course, he deepened his understanding of the cultural and philosophical
context of the Greco-Roman world and engaged materials that broadened his

interpretation of the New Testament text.

Panganai Toperesu of Zimbabwe completed two courses in the fall-BMIN 5801 and
BNEW 5201—and plans to take two additional courses in the spring. Despite navigating
different time zones and limited access to physical reading materials, he expressed deep
gratitude to GCS sponsors whose generous support made the semester possible and

continues to strengthen his academic, ministerial and personal development.

Douglas Kioko of Kenya completed his first semester at Harding School of Theology
this fall, finishing two courses: Theological Foundations of Ministry I and Advanced
Introduction to the New Testament. These courses deepened his understanding of
Scripture and the principles of Christian ministry, and he is confident they will serve him
well in future endeavors. He shared, “Your investment in my education is a testament to
your commitment to the advancement of the Gospel, and I pray that God will bless you

abundantly for it.”

Ndongesit Effeh of Nigeria completed his final class and graduated in December 2025.
Reflecting on his experience, he said, “My journey through Harding University School of
Theology has been profoundly rewarding, serving as a transformative period of intellectual
and spiritual growth. The curriculum has not only deepened my theological understanding
but has also effectively equipped me for impactful service beyond the walls of the Church of

Christ, preparing me to engage and influence the broader Nigerian society.”

Egbo Ejike Enoch of Nigeria is currently working through enrollment details with
Heritage Christian University in Florence, Alabama, in order to participate in live classes.
He shared, “I am grateful to GCS for the opportunity to pursue a higher degree. I assure
you that I am committed to making your decision to sponsor me count. I am willing to pick

myself up and have a fresh start.”

Dominic Amponsah of Ghana completed Basic New Testament Exegesis. Through the
course, his professor introduced him to the principles and practice of interpreting
Scripture, particularly the New Testament. Weekly readings, book reviews and exegetical
assignments proved tremendously helpful as he adapted to the rigorous nature of the
coursework. During the holidays, he enjoyed time with his wife, Mercy, and their four

children: Kojo, Kwesi, Joojo and Nana Adjoa.

Justin Smith of Switzerland completed Wisdom Literature this semester, studying the
books of Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Job. He appreciated the course’s focus on both textual

exegesis and the development of personal spiritual disciplines related to biblical wisdom.



He noted, “The opportunity to study the Scriptures and practical ministry at a graduate
level is a true blessing for me and a blessing to the churches here as I apply and share what

I am learning.”

Samuel Nyamavor of Ghana completed Advanced New Testament, a course centered
on literary, historical and theological analysis. He shared, “The lessons learned will not
remain theoretical; they will directly inform my teaching, preaching and leadership within
my local congregation, and by extension, contribute meaningfully to the edification of the
wider body of Christ.”

Jeremiah Niyekinye of Ghana completed Advanced Introduction to the New
Testament. Throughout the course, he mastered three primary methodologies for New
Testament study: literary, historical and theological analysis. He reflected, “Applying these
lenses has profoundly deepened my understanding of the New Testament canon.
Consequently, this academic foundation has significantly enhanced the quality and depth

of my teaching and preaching ministry.”

Vitaly Samodin of Ukraine is mourning the loss of his father, and GCS grieves
alongside him during this season. He stepped back from coursework this fall and plans to

resume his studies in the spring.

Edmundo Lopez Bobeda of Bolivia completed Wisdom Literature. In the spring, he

will take Galatians and Romans as his final general elective.

David Lopez Torres of Colombia completed History of the Stone-Campbell
Movement, Spiritual Leadership and Systematic Theology. Reflecting on the experience, he
shared, “These three courses complement one another and have enriched different areas of
my life. They have helped me become more consistent with myself, as I now see more

clearly what God has been doing throughout my life.”

John Lim of Singapore completed Advanced Introduction to the New Testament. He
reflected, “While the Old Testament has its share of critical issues, those of the New
Testament seemed more intense. Critical issues aside, I was heartened by the richness of
the New Testament documents and epistles. Through this class, I saw the richness of the
environment in which these documents emerged and to which they responded—a richness
that demands greater humility on my part as a 21st-century reader and minister seeking to

draw principles for a contemporary audience.”

Erick Rodriguez Sosa of Mexico is currently enrolled in Hebrew Readings and
Advanced Introduction to the New Testament. He shared, “The Hebrew Readings course
deepened my engagement with the Hebrew Bible and strengthened my ability to work
directly with the text, especially its literary and theological nuances. The Advanced
Introduction to the New Testament course helped me develop a richer understanding of
the historical context, theological themes and interpretive approaches to the New

Testament, equipping me to read Scripture with greater depth and clarity.”

From Our Students
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This map displays where our current students and graduates are located around the globe.

Prayers for Violence Faced in Nigeria

Several GCS students, along with their families and communities, are facing
escalating violence and increasing threats because of their faith. Two of our
students have shared their personal experiences and have requested your
continued prayers during this time.

Egbo Ejike Enoch

"Christians in Northern Nigeria, especially in the North Central, are still
persecuted, although news of deaths have not been recorded lately. I have lived
in Northern Nigeria and I have family and friends who still live there. Whatever
happens to them affects me, so I keep praying for their safety. Southwest
Nigeria, where I presently live, is relatively peaceful. Nevertheless, we still covet
your prayers for peace to reign in Nigeria. News of attacks on Christians and
Christian enclaves saddens my heart!"

Abraham Ogundipe

"The reality on the ground in many parts of Nigeria remains tragically difficult,
particularly in the Northern (North-Central) regions. My family and loved ones
are currently in a relatively safer part (South-West) of the country, but the
threat is always present, and the stories from elsewhere are agonizing. The
constant state of insecurity, marked by kidnappings, destruction of homes, and
attacks on communities of faith, creates an immense burden of fear and stress.
The government is taking measures to curtail the situation and we believe God
will surely work through them and we will come out victorious.



Please continue to pray for God's absolute protection for our families, for the

1

courage of church leaders, and for justice and peace to prevail in our country.'
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From our partner programs

Heritage Christian University — Florence, Alabama, USA

Heritage Christian University in Florence, Alabama, is a growing partner
institution that collaborates with GCS. This year, the university reached its fifth
consecutive year of record enrollment, with an average growth rate of 8%,
totaling 198 undergraduate and graduate students.

In recent news, Heritage announced its fifth president, Dr. Michael Jackson,
who will succeed Kirk Brothers after the spring semester. Jackson previously
served as associate director of accreditation for the Association for Biblical
Higher Education and as both an administrator and faculty member at HCU.
The university looks forward to deepening its commitment to the churches of
Christ higher education.

Harding School of Theology — Searcy, Arkansas, USA

HST is thankful for another season of growth and funding. Enrollment has
increased by 67% over the past two years, reaching a record total of 182
students. The student body also reflects a growing international presence, with
GCS representing 16 countries across six continents.

HST is also the recipient of a Lilly Endowment grant totaling $1 million,
designated to support meaningful partnerships with churches. Dr. Peter Rice,
Dr.Steve Cloer and Dr. Lance Hawley collaborated to strategize and write the
grant. One immediate use of the funds is the creation of the Christian Workers
Institute, which is designed to train Christian ministers, elders, deacons,
teachers and other ministry leaders. The director of the institute will hold
faculty status at HST and will teach part time.



Heritage Christian University — Accra, Ghana

Heritage Christian University in Accra, Ghana, celebrated its 10th anniversary
in 2025. On Nov. 21, 2025, HCU invested Dr. James Asare-Adjei as chancellor.
During the ceremony, Dr. Asare-Adjei outlined four strategic initiatives:
establishing a $5 million endowment fund, creating a 1,000-bed student hostel,
investing in a fleet for clinical training, and developing a 1,000-acre
agribusiness enterprise.

Dr. Nathan Bills, dean of the Department of Theology and Ministry, looks
forward to the continued development of the department, viewing it as a
strategic investment in Christianity around the world. Three GCS bursary
students are currently enrolled in the program.

GCS Team Updates

The GCS staff is dedicated to finding, enrolling, and supporting qualified
students from around the world, securing donors and sponsors, working with
the two overseeing congregations, coordinating with the administrative staff
and faculty of our partner programs, and letting people know about the work of
GCS.

Harold Shank, Executive Director

Dr. Harold Shank was featured on the Provetext Podcast with Dr. Michael
Halcomb. The episode, titled “Children, Deuteronomy & the Heart of God,”
highlights Dr. Shank’s work in his essay, “Children in Deuteronomy.” To view
the episode, visit here for more information.

Executive Committee

GCS is an initiative of the Belmore Road Church of Christ in Melbourne,
Australia, and the Eastside Church of Christ in Midwest City, Oklahoma. The
staff functions under their oversight in partnership with an executive board.
The Executive Committee includes Dr. Benny Tabalujan, David Walton, Charles
Hooi, and Ron Cannefax.

Benny Tabalujan published the 10th edition of his book, Singaporean Business
Law. He and his wife, Pauline, relocated from Melbourne, Australia, to
Singapore, where they joined Citivision Church.


https://www.gcspathway.org/partner-schools

Invitation to be a Sponsor

"I have been involved with GCS since the initial idea was shaped into what it is. I was
convinced then and now that GCS can have as much of an impact on the global church as in
the last hundred years of our missionary work."

- a sponsoring elder from Virginia

"Our missionary felt a need to increase his Biblical knowledge as well as his ministry skills.
We were delighted to partner with GSC to help him become a more effective church
leader."

- a sponsoring elder from Tennessee

"Helping train leaders around the world gives us a sense of satisfaction that we are making
a difference."

- a donor from Oklahoma

GCS is deeply committed to ensuring that each sponsored student successfully
completes their graduate degree. A key part of our support system is securing a
sponsoring church or donor for every student. Additionally, we encourage those
connected to GCS to pray for the students and their specific concerns.

We are actively seeking sponsors to support our students through prayer,
encouragement, financial aid, and meaningful connections. Would you consider
assisting us in identifying potential sponsors?

If you can help in any way, please contact Harold Shank
(drharoldshank@gmail.com).

GCS Overseeing Congregations

Eastside Church of Christ, 916 South Douglas Blvd, Midwest City, OK 73130
(www.eastsidechurchofchrist.org).

The elders are Sam Brandon, Ryan McDonald, David Holt, Ricky Bugher, David
Walton, and Michael Graham.

Belmore Road Church of Christ, 100 Rostrevor Parade, Mont Albert North,
Victoria 3150, Australia (www.belmoreroadchurch.org.au ).
The elders are Charles Hooi, David Tabe, and James Chan.


https://www.gcspathway.org/who-we-are

GCS is actively seeking additional students and sponsors. Students are urged to
consult the GCS website (gcspathway.org) for how to engage with GCS.
Prospective students can also reach the team by emailing
gespathwayinfo@gmail.com. Potential sponsors should write Harold Shank
(drharoldshank@gmail.com) or Caleb Dillinger (calebjdillinger @gmail.com).

Message to Potential Students

GCS seeks students from around the globe who live outside the United States,
hold an accredited bachelor’s degree, and have the full recommendation of their
local congregation. The process of acceptance into GCS and enrollment in one
of our partner programs typically takes about four months. We would be
honored to welcome you into the GCS community and support you in your
educational journey.

For more information, visit gecspathway.org or email us at gespathwayinfo@gmail.com.
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